


 

 
 

 



 

PROTECTIVE ACTIONS 
 
Before departure or prior to docking: 
 

1. Check the following websites for a map of recent manatee sightings to see if manatees 
have been reported in your area: 
 

 
http://www.ju.edu/marco/latest-sightings.php 

 
2. For docked vessels, inspect areas around the dock and vessel (including around 

propellers) to see if any manatees are present at least 30 minutes before moving the 
vessel or conducting any equipment checks (engine, telegraph, throttle, etc.). 

 
3. For docking vessels, inspect areas off the bow and alongside the ship, including areas 

between the hull and dock, for manatees. (All boats engaged in a docking operation, 
including the docking vessel and tugs and tow boats, should be on the lookout, and all 
should be informed of the presence and location of manatees when sighted). 

 
4. When looking for manatees: 

 Use polarized sunglasses during daylight hours because they provide the best 
visibility into the water. 

 Some signs that manatees may be in the area include swirls at the water’s surface, 
the presence of mud trails, noses, tails, backs, and other body parts on the water’s 
surface. 
 

5. If a manatee is observed within 50 feet of the vessel, DO NOT move your vessel or 
conduct any equipment checks until the manatee has left the area. DO NOT attempt to 
herd animals away; this is considered harassment under both Federal and State laws.  

 
6. Vessel and dock operators should include manatee watch protocols in operational plans 

and practices for departing and docking vessels. At a minimum, protocols should include 



 

Cell: *FWC or #FWC  
Radio: VHF Channel 16 

 
 Indicate the following information when reporting sightings:  

o Your name, vessel name, and your contact number/email.  
o Number of animals observed, location (Lat/Long), time of sighting.  
o Manatee activity (traveling direction, resting, feeding, or mating).  

Your reports will help other vessel operators working in the area to avoid injuring 
manatees. 

 
While underway: 
 

1. Observe and obey speed zone signs posted in manatee habitats or manatee travel 
corridors.  
 

2. Always remain in the deepest part of the channel.  
 

3. Help protect manatees in your immediate area by informing other nearby vessels of 
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