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Welcome to thePraxis® Study Companion
|

What should | expect when taking the test on computer?

When taking the test on computer, you can expect to be asked to provide proper identi cation at the test
center. Once admitted, you will be given the opportunity to learn how the computer interface works (how to
answer questions, how to skip questions, how to go back to questions you skipped, etc.) before the testing time
begins. Watch théVhat to Expect on Test Daxdeo to see what the experience is like.

Where and when are thePraxistests o ered?

You can select the test center that is most convenient for yoRraXidests are administered through an
international network of test centers, which includes Prometric® Testing Centers, some universities, and other
locations throughout the world.

Testing schedules may di er, so seeRnaxidVeb site for more detailed test registration informationat.
ets.org/praxis/register

|
ThePraxis@&tudy Companion 3



Table of Contents
]

Table of Contents

The Praxi&Study Companion guides you through the 10 steps to success

1. Learn ADOUL YOUF TES...uu it e et e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeaennnnnes 5.
Learn about the speci c test you will be taking

2. Familiarize Yourself with Test QUESTIONS ..........oiiiiiiiiiiii i 8.
Become comfortable with the types of questions you'll nd dPraxestests

3. Practice with Sample Test QUESLIONS............uuuuiiiiiiiiiee e e 12
Answer practice questions and nd explanations for correct answers

4. Determine Your Strategy fOr SUCCESS......uuviiriiiiiiiii e 22
Set clear goals and deadlines so your test preparation is focused and e cient

5. Develop Your Study Plan...........coooo i 25.
Develop a personalized study plan and schedule

6. Review Smart TIPS fOr SUCCESS.......uuiiiiiiiiiii et e e e e e 29.
Follow test-taking tips developed by experts

7. Check on Testing ACCOMMOTALIONS........uuuuiiieee et e e e e e eeeeeeeeeeeee 3l
See if you qualify for accommodations that may make it easier to t&kevtistest

8. DO YOUI BESE ON TESE DAY.....evviiiiiiiiii ettt 32.
Get ready for test day so you will be calm and con dent

9. UNAErStaNd YOUI SCOMES.....uuuiiiiieeeeeeeieeeeeieeiitiea e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeetann e e e eeaeeeeaaeeeees 34..
Understand how tests are scored and how to interpret your test scores

Appendix: Other Questions You May Have ............uueeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie 36

|
ThePraxis@&tudy Companion 4






Step 1: Learn About Your Test
|

The distribution of the test questions across the . Sg:reenir]g, Assessment, Evaluation, and
areas of practice was based on a national survey, Diagnosis
commissioned by ASHA, of speech-language A. Screening

pathologists in a variety of employment settings. The

. 1. Communication disorders
Speech-Language Pathology test is regularly updated

to take into account new developments in the eld. 2. Feeding and swallowing disorders
B. Approaches to Assessment and
) Evaluation

TOplCS Covered 1. Developing case histories

The following list represents the topics covered 2. Selecting appropriate assessment instruments,
in editions of the test that are currently being procedures, and materials

administered. These topics are consistent with 3. Assessing factors that in uence communication
standards for clinical certi cation set by ASHA. and swallowing disorders

4. Assessment of anatomy and physiology
|.  Foundations and Professional Practice C. Assessment Procedures and Assessment

A. Foundations . Speech sound production

1. Typical development and performance across the . Fluency

lifespan . Voice, resonance, and motor speech

2. Factors that in uence communication, feeding,
and swallowing

. Receptive and expressive language

ga A W N P

. Social aspects of communication, including
3. Epidemiology and characteristics of common pragmatics

communication and swallowing disorders

6. Cognitive aspects of communication
B. Professional Practice . . S
7. Augmentative and alternative communication
1. Wellness and prevention .
8. Hearing
2. Culturally and linguistically appropriate service . .
. y g Y approp 9. Feeding and swallowing
delivery
3. Counseling, collaboration, and teaming D. Etiology
4. Documentation 1. Genetic
5 Ethics 2. Developmental
6. Legislation and client advocacy 3. Disease processes
7. Research methodology and evidence-based 4. Auditory problems
practice 5. Neurological
6. Structural and functional
7. Psychogenic

|
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Step 2: Familiarize Yourself with Test Questions

2. Familiarize Yourself with Test Questions

Become comfortable with the types of questions you’'ll nd dPréxestests

The Praxis Sedssessments include a variety of question types: constructed response (for which you write a
response of your own); selected response, for which you select one or more answers from a list of choices or
make another kind of selection (e.g., by clicking on a sentence in a text or by clicking on part of a graphic); and
numeric entry, for which you enter a numeric value in an answer eld. You may be familiar with these question
formats from taking other standardized tests. If not, familiarize yourself with them so you don't spend time
during the test guring out how to answer them.

Understanding Computer-Delivered Questions

Questions on computer-delivered tests are interactive in the sense that you answer by selecting an option
or entering text on the screen. If you see a format you are not familiar with, read the directions carefully. The
directions always give clear instructions on how you are expected to respond.

For most questions, you respond by clicking an oval to select a single answer from a list of options.

However, interactive question types may also ask you to respond by:

* Clicking more than one ovalto select answers from a list of options.

» Typing in an entry box.When the answer is a number, you may be asked to enter a numerical answer.
Some questions may have more than one place to enter a response.

« Clicking check boxesYou may be asked to click check boxes instead of an oval when more than one
choice within a set of answers can be selected.

« Clicking parts of a graphic.In some questions, you will select your answers by clicking on a location (or
locations) on a graphic such as a map or chart, as opposed to choosing your answer from a list.

« Clicking on sentenceslin questions with reading passages, you may be asked to choose your answers by
clicking on a sentence (or sentences) within the reading passage.

» Dragging and dropping answer choices into targets on the screenYou may be asked to select answers
from a list of options and drag your answers to the appropriate location in a table, paragraph of text or
graphic.

 Selecting options from a drop-down menu.You may be asked to choose answers by selecting options
from a drop-down menu (e.g., to complete a sentence).

Remember that with every question you will get clear instructions.

Perhaps the best way to understand computer-delivered questions is to viearthmiter-delivered Testing
Demonstrationon the Praxis Web site to learn how a computer-delivered test works and see examples of
some types of questions you may encounter.

|
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Step 2: Familiarize Yourself with Test Questions

Keep these things in mind when you respond to a constructed-response question

1) Answer the question accuratelyAnalyze what each part of the question is asking you to do. If the
guestion asks you to describe or discuss, you should provide more than just a list.

2) Answer the question completely. If a question asks you to do three distinct things in your response,
you should cover all three things for the best score. Otherwise, no matter how well you write, you will

not be awarded full credit.

3) Answer the question that is askedDo not change the question or challenge the basis of the
guestion. You will receive no credit or a low score if you answer another question or if you state, for
example, that there is no possible answer.

4) Give a thorough and detailed responseYou must demonstrate that you have a thorough
understanding of the subject matter. However, your response should be straightforward and not lled
with unnecessary information.

5) Reread your responseCheck that you have written what you thought you wrote. Be sure not to
leave sentences un nished or omit clarifying information.

QUICK TIPYou may nd that it helps to take notes on scratch paper so that you don’t miss any details. Then
you'll be sure to have all the information you need to answer the question.

For tests that have constructed-response questions, more detailed information can be*fbuinesim About
Your Test”on page 5

ThePraxis@&tudy Companion
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions
|

3. Practice with Sample Test Questions

Answer practice questions and nd explanations for correct answers

Sample Test Questions

The sample questions that follow illustrate the kinds 8 An SLP is providing services to adults with
questions on the test. They are not, however, neurogenic disorders of communication. Of
representative of the entire scope of the test in either  the following clients, which will likely have the
content or di culty. Answers with explanations follow ~ Most favorable management prognosis?

the questions. (A) John, who has a brain injury resulting in

Note: In this test, a speech-language pathologist is a slight concussion

referred to as an SLP. A cerebrovascular accident is (B) Jim, who has a traumatic brain injury
referred to as a CVA. An Individualized Education resulting in paralysis

Program is referred to as an IEP, and the Individuals with(c)

BT X i Juan, who has amyotrophic lateral
Disabilities Education Act is referred to as IDEA.

sclerosis

Directions: Each of the questions or incomplete (D) Helen, who has Huntington’s chorea
statements below is followed by four suggested

answers or completions. Select the one that is best ir)l An SLP has targeted the phonological process

each case. of “stopping on initial fricatives” for

remediation and is using the word “shoes” to
establish the new behavior. The SLP now
wishes to investigate whether the speaker can
generalize the newly learned pattern to
untrained words. If it is assumed that
generalization will occur on words whose

1. Which of the following is the major physical or
organic factor underlying impairment in the
speech of persons with cleft palate?

(A) Congenital hearing loss from otitis media

(B) Broad irregular maxillary arch
(C) Palatopharyngeal insuf ciency
(D) Irregular vocal fold abduction

phonetic characteristics are most like the
trained word “shoes,” which of the following
words should be selected?

(A) Shouting

An SLP determines the mean length of (B) Fished
utterance (MLU) of a language sample from a (C) Ocean
three-year-old child. Two weeks later, the SLP

(D) Shook

reevaluates the same sample and again
determines the MLU. The extent to which the
two scores are similar is most directly a
function of the

(A) validity of the scores

(B) reliability of the scores

(C) skewness of the score distribution
(D) speededness of the measure

|
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions
|

5. The Spanish-speaking parents of a nine-year- 7. An adult female has received 20 sessions of

old bilingual child report that their child
communicates in Spanish with complete
utterances and has a good vocabulary in
comparison to other children in the
neighborhood. Their concern is that the child
interrupts their conversations and has not
learned social rules that are important within
the family and community. Testing con rms
similar problems in English-speaking settings.
The SLP would most likely recommend that
therapy focus on which of the following
language areas?

(A) Syntax

(B) Morphology
(C) Semantics
(D) Pragmatics

A 60-year-old man has Parkinson’s disease
and is in the early stage of dementia. It would
be appropriate to address which of the
following goals rst in therapy?

(A) To educate the family or caregivers
(B) To decrease jargon

(C) To decrease circumlocution

(D) To improve motor skills

voice therapy for hoarseness related to vocal
nodules. Data for pre- and post-evaluation
measures for this individual are:

Pretherapy Current
Fundamental 175 200
frequency (Hz)
Phonation duration 10 15
(sec.)
Jitter (percent) 1.2 .68
Mean phonatory 100 150

air ow (ml/sec.)

Which of the following is most strongly
indicated by the data?

(A) The patient’s voice is improving.
(B) The patient’s voice is deteriorating.

(C) Perturbation is worse, but the other
measures are better.

(D) The patient’s voice is still abnormal.

An SLP is behaving ethically if he or she does
which of the following?

(A) Offers to provide speech or language
services solely by correspondence for an
individual whose disability prevents easy
access to the professional’s of ce

(B) Diagnoses a speech disorder solely
through correspondence as long as the
correspondence is thorough and careful

(C) Offers general information of an
educational nature by correspondence

(D) Indicates the speci c duration of the
therapeutic program

|
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions
|

14. A 68-year-old man sustained a CVA and 16. Under the requirement for a child to receive a

15.

received a course of speech-language
treatment for anomic aphasia. He was
discharged after making rapid improvement
early in therapy. Three years later his wife
reports that he is having more dif culty
speaking and understanding, but that his
memory skills and orientation abilities remain
intact. She has also noticed that his
conversation skills are slowly deteriorating. Of
the following, which is the most likely
explanation for the client's communicative
decline?

(A) A transient ischemic attack

(B) An astrocytoma, probably in the vicinity
of the supramarginal gyrus

(C) Primary progressive aphasia
(D) Lewy body dementia

According to ASHA recommendations, a child
who is admitted to the neonatal intensive care
unit should receive a hearing screening

(A) at 3 months of age

(B) at1yearof age

(C) at 2 years of age

(D) before discharge from the hospital

free and appropriate public education in the
least restrictive environment, a public school
must provide sign language interpreter
services to a child under which of the
following conditions?

(A) The school district can recover the cost
of interpreter services from a third-party
payer.

(B) The child’s physician indicates that the

services of an interpreter are medically
necessary.

(C) The interpreter has been requested by
the parent in the IEP meeting.

(D) The IEP team determines that interpreter
services are necessary for the child.

|
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

Answers to Sample Questions

1. (C) is correct. Palatopharyngeal insu ciency or,
more speci cally, velopharyngeal insu ciency is
the major cause of the hypernasal speech
associated with cleft palate. (A), (B), and (C) are
incorrect because otitis media is not congenital; in
cleft palate, the maxillary arch is often collapsed
and thus is narrow; and irregular vocal fold
abduction is not associated with cleft palate.

2. (B) is correct. Reliability is the consistency with
which a test measures or the degree to which
repeated measurement with the same instrument
of the same individual would tend to produce the
same result. Larger values indicate greater
reliability; a reliability of 0.90 or greater is desirable
for a test to be used in making decisions about
individuals.

3. (A) is correct. The disorder is most limited in
scope among those mentioned and, therefore,
most likely to be amenable to therapy or
treatment. (B) is incorrect because the problem
described is di used or dispersed throughout the
head with major impairments to the nerves. (C)
and (D) are incorrect because the disorders
mentioned are progressive in nature.

4. (D) is correct. Generalization probes are a
principle feature of phonological therapy. The
answer choices require the clinician to pay
attention to the position of the fricative sound in a
word and also the word’s syllable structure.

5. (D) is correct. The parents have described
adequate syntactic and semantic knowledge by
the child. Testing in English con rms similar
strengths. The area that has been identi ed as a
weakness is pragmatics and social rules for
interaction.

6. (A) is correct. When dementia is associated with
Parkinson’s disease, it is usually irreversible.
Therefore, the family or caregivers must
understand the nature of the linguistic and
intellectual problems, and learn how to maximize
the abilities of the client. The sooner the family or
caregivers are made aware of the condition of the
client, the better the intervention is likely to be.

7. (A) is correct. All measures discussed
demonstrate improvement. There is no certainty
that the voice is still abnormal. Perturbation, having
gone down, shows some improvement. Based only
on the data shown, one could say that there is
some improvement.

8. (C) is correct. According to the 2010 Code of
Ethics of the American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association (ASHA), general information of an
educational nature by correspondence is allowed.
(A), (B), and (D) are incorrect. These choices are not
approved and are discussed in Principle of Ethics I,
Rule K.

9. (C) is correct. According to the 2010 ASHA Code
of Ethics, Principle of Ethics I, Rule J, a speech-
language pathologist can make general statements
about a client’s prognosis. (A), (B), and (D) are
contrary to the spirit of this ethical position.

10. (A) is correct. Thresholds at or below 20 dB
represent normal hearing in an adult. In the
audiogram, air conduction thresholds for both the
left and right ears are at or below 20 dB, indicating
no hearing loss of any type.

11. (A) is correct. Voiceless sibilant fricatives such as
/s/ would be recorded on a spectrogram as having
high-amplitude aperiodic energy in the range of 4K
Hz.

12. (B) is correct. The term “incidence” pertains to
the number of new cases of a disease or disorder
arising in a population during a given time period

(e.g., over one year or over the life span).

13. (B) is correct. Commissural bers are the only
ones that bridge between the two cortical
hemispheres.

14. (C) is correct. Primary progressive aphasia is
isolated language deterioration with relative
preservation of other cognitive abilities and
symptoms that vary, depending upon the site of
lesion. Signs and symptoms may include word-
nding problems characterized by pauses during
speech, di culty naming objects, di culty with
comprehension of spoken and written language,
and inability to comprehend word meanings.

|
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Step 3: Practice with Sample Test Questions

15. (D) is correct. According to the Joint
Committee on Infant Screening Year 2000 Position
Statement: Principles and Guidelines for Early
Hearing Detection and Intervention Programs,
[1-28, infants admitted to the neonatal intensive
care unit should be screened for hearing de cits
before discharge from the hospital. The intent
behind this recommendation is to evaluate a
child’s hearing at as early an age as possible.

16. (D) is correct. Free and appropriate public
education in the least restrictive environment is a
central tenet of IDEA, which governs special
education services in the public schools. IDEA
makes clear that the services to be provided to a
student must be endorsed as educationally
necessary by the entire IEP team, which includes
the student’s parents, a regular education teacher,
a special education teacher, a representative of the
local education agency, and others as appropriate.

17. (C) is correct. The spectrogram illustrates the
production of the word “star,” which has an initial
high-amplitude sibilant followed by a plosive, thus
the short absence of sound after release of /t/
before production of the vowel.

18. (B) is correct. The spectrographic recording
illustrates a falling intonation contour as the glottal
pulses gradually shift downward.

19. (B) is correct. The primary reason for using a
standardized norm-referenced assessment is to
compare an individual’s performance to norms
generated from a much larger representative
sample. Use of a norm-referenced assessment
enables the client’s behavior to be compared to
typical function for individuals in the same age
range. (A) is incorrect because standardized
assessments are not administered as frequently as
every session. (C) is incorrect because inclusion of
client information in a diagnostic database is not
the primary reason to use a norm-referenced
instrument. (D) is incorrect because performance
on standardized tests is expressed numerically,
which makes it quantitative data.

20. (A) is correct. Ataxic cerebral palsy is
characterized by low muscle tone, impaired
balance, and tremors. The other types do not have
these characteristics. (B) is incorrect. Spastic
cerebral palsy involves jerky, uncontrolled
movements and high muscle tone. (C) is incorrect.
Athetoid cerebral palsy is characterized by slow,
arrhythmic, writhing, involuntary movements of
the extremities. (D) is incorrect because
“Hemiplegic” speci es the body part a ected, not
to the type of movement pattern.

21. (C) is correct. Medicare will only authorize
continued treatment with physician approval. (A),
(B), and (D) are incorrect because they are not used
as a basis for treatment eligibility.

22. (C) is correct. Because there are three pictures,
a response rate close to 33 percent (one-third) is at
the level of chance. (A) is incorrect because the
child’s performance is only at chance levels,
indicating no trend toward successful

performance. (B) is incorrect because no
conclusion about the superiority of one modality
over another can be determined from the limited
information provided. (D) is incorrect because the
di culty level of the task should only be increased
when performance at the easier level is
satisfactory.

23. (C) is correct. The primary reason is because in
continuous reinforcement the desired behavior is
reinforced every time it occurs. This schedule is
generally best during the initial stages of learning
to create a strong association between the
behavior and the response. (A), (B), and (D) are
incorrect because they represent partial
reinforcement schemes in which the correct
response is reinforced only part of the time.
Learned behaviors are acquired more slowly with
partial reinforcement.

24. (D) is correct. The primary reason is because
appropriate intervention for an individual with
advanced dementia is geared toward simplifying
the individual’s communication environment. (A),
(B), and (C) are incorrect because an individual
with advanced dementia is not likely to bene t
signi cantly from intervention targeting improved
communication skills.
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Step 4: Determine Your Strategy for Success

» Take a practice test togetherThe idea of a practice test is to simulate an actual administration of the
test, so scheduling a test session with the group will add to the realism and may also help boost everyone’s
con dence. Remember, complete the practice test using only the time that will be allotted for that test on
your administration day.

 Learn from the results of the practice testReview the results of the practice test, including the
number of questions answered correctly in each content category. For tests that contain constructed-
response questions, look at the Sample Test Questions section, which also contain sample responses to
those questions and shows how they were scored. Then try to follow the same guidelines that the test
scorers use.

 Be as critical as you car¥ou're not doing your study partner(s) any favors by letting them get away with
an answer that does not cover all parts of the question adequately.

» Be speci c. Write comments that are as detailed as the comments about the sample responses. Indicate
where and how your study partner(s) are doing an inadequate job of answering the question. Writing notes
in the margins of the answer sheet may also help.

» Be supportive. Include comments that point out what your study partner(s) got right.

Then plan one or more study sessions based on aspects of the questions on which group members performed
poorly. For example, each group member might be responsible for rewriting one paragraph of a response in
which someone else did an inadequate job.

Whether you decide to study alone or with a group, remember that the best way to prepare is to have an
organized plan. The plan should set goals based on speci ¢ topics and skills that you need to learn, and it
should commit you to a realistic set of deadlines for meeting those goals. Then you need to discipline yourself
to stick with your plan and accomplish your goals on schedule.

|
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Step 5: Develop Your Study Plan
|

5. Develop Your Study Plan

Develop a personalized study plan and schedule

Planning your study time is important because it will help ensure that you review all content areas covered on the
test. Use the sample study plan below as a guide. It shows a plarCforehfcademic Skills for Educators: Reading
test. Following that is a study plan template that you can |l out to create your own plan. Use the “Learn about Your
Test” and “Topics Covered” information beginningawe 5to help complete it.

Use this worksheet to:

1. De ne Content Areast.ist the most important content areas for your test as de ned in the Topics Covered section.
2. Determine Strengths and Weaknesstgentify your strengths and weaknesses in each content area.

3. Identify Resourcesdentify the books, courses, and other resources you plan to use for each content area.

4. Study:Create and commit to a schedule that provides for regular study periods.

Praxis Test Name: Core Academic Skills for Educators: Reading
Praxis Test Code(s): 5712
Test Date: 9/15/14
Content covered Description ﬂ?(vr\llx Itlhccieo reso\L,Jvrggts dol szrfh%an | I?S?lj?js ltr\:\g" Date
of content content? have/need for resources | con¥ent completed
(scale 1-5) | the content? need?
Core Academic Skills for Educators:
Identify summaries
or paraphrases of Middle school | College library,
Main Ideas main idea or primary 3 English text middle school | 7/15/14 7/15/14
purpose of reading book teacher
selection
Identify summaries
or paraphrases of Middle school | College library,
Supporting Ideas| supporting ideas and 3 English text middle school | 7/17/14 7117/14
speci ¢ details in book teacher
reading selection
Identify how reading : :
selection is organized mldhd!secﬁggl g?élgl?eez;:l%rary,
Organization | in terms of cause/ 3 gn. ; 7/20/14 7/21/14
English text high school
e ect and compare/ book teachers
contrast
Identify key transition Middle and College library,
- words/phrases in high school middle and
Organization reading selection anfl 4 English text high school 712514 7126114
how used book teachers
Identify meanings mgdhdgiﬁgg| College library,
Vocabulary in | of words as used in ; middle and
Context context of reading s tlzezgtlllljsohok high school 712514 724
selection dictionary teachers

(continued on next page)

|
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Step 5: Develop Your Study Plan
|

How well do What Where can | Dates | will
Description | know the | resources do | nd the Date
Content covered of content content? have/need for resources | stud}[/ thte completed
— ? ?
(scale 1-5) | the content? need? conten
Craft, Structure, and Language Skills
Determine _
et evidence bigh school | Colege e
Evaluation weakens, or 5 college céurse high school 8/1/14 8/1/14
is relevant to noteg teacher, college
arguments in reading professor
selection
Determine role that . College library,
an idea, reference, dr g')?thb%%rl‘fo' course notes,
Evaluation piece of information 5 college céurse high school 8/1/14 8/1/14
plays in author’s notesg teacher, college
discussion/argumen professor
Determine if High school g:(;)lljlrt_esgeenlgtzreasry,
. information text book, ) ’
Evaluation presented is fact or 4 college course ?IghhSChOOIII 8/1/14 8/1/14
opinion notes eacher, college
professor
. . . . College library,
Identify relationship High school course notes
. among ideas text book, : ’
Evaluation presented in reading 2 college course :nghhschoolII 8/1/14 8/1/14
selection notes eacher, college
professor
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas
Determine logical High school gglﬂlri%er:g;reasry'
Inferential assumptions on 2 text book, hiah school ’ 8/8/14 8/8/14
Reasoning which argument or college course tegcher collegd
conclusion is based notes professor
. , . College library,
Determine author’s High school course notes
Inferential attitude toward text book, : ’
Reasoning materials discussed 2 college course ?égghsecrhgg'” ege 8/15/14 8/17i1A
in reading selection notes professor
Recognize or predic :
ideas/situations that High school ggﬂg%er:'cggry’
o are extensions of, orf text book, : '
Generalization similar to, what has 2 college course ?égfghsgrh(églne ] 8/22/14 8/24/14
been presented in notes rofessbr 9
reading selection P
: : College library,
Draw conclusions High school course notes
L from materials text book, ) ’
Generalization presented in reading 4 college course high school 8/24/14 8/24/14
selection notes teacher, college
professor
Apply ideas High school gg&t_?sgeenlgreasry.
Generalization | Presented in a 3 textbook, = | high school | 8/27/14 8127/14
reading selection to college course teacher, college
other situations notes professor

|
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Step 5: Develop Your Study Plan
|

How well do What Where can | Dates I will
Description | know the | resources do | nd the Date
Content covered of content content? have/need for resources | ség?]¥et:]1te completed
(scale 1-5) | the content? need?

|
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Step 6: Review Smart Tips for Success

6. Review Smart Tips for Success

Follow test-taking tips developed by experts

Learn from the experts. Take advantage of the following answers to questions you may have and practical tips
to help you navigate thEraxigest and make the best use of your time.

Should | Guess?

Yes. Your score is based on the number of questions you answer correctly, with no penalty or subtraction for an
incorrect answer. When you don't know the answer to a question, try to eliminate any obviously wrong answers
and then guess at the correct one. Try to pace yourself so that you have enough time to carefully consider
every question.

Can | answer the questions in any order?

You can answer the questions in order or skip questions and come back to them later. If you skip a question,
you can also mark it so that you can remember to return and answer it later. Remember that questions left
unanswered are treated the same as questions answered incorrectly, so it is to your advantage to answer every
guestion.

Are there trick questions on the test?

No. There are no hidden meanings or trick questions. All of the questions on the test ask about subject matter
knowledge in a straightforward manner.

Are there answer patterns on the test?

No. You might have heard this myth: the answers on tests follow patterns. Another myth is that there will never
be more than two questions in a row with the correct answer in the same position among the choices. Neither
myth is true. Select the answer you think is correct based on your knowledge of the subject.

Can | write on the scratch paper | am given?

Yes. You can work out problems on the scratch paper, make notes to yourself, or write anything at all. Your
scratch paper will be destroyed after you are nished with it, so use it in any way that is helpful to you. But make
sure to select or enter your answers on the computer.

Smart Tips for Taking the Test

1. Skip the questions you nd extremely di cult. Rather than trying to answer these on your rst pass
through the test, you may want to leave them blank and mark them so that you can return to them later.
Pay attention to the time as you answer the rest of the questions on the test, and try to nish with 10 or
15 minutes remaining so that you can go back over the questions you left blank. Even if you don't know
the answer the second time you read the questions, see if you can narrow down the possible answers, and
then guess. Your score is based on the number of right answers, so it is to your advantage to answer every
question.
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2. Keep track of the time.The on-screen clock will tell you how much time you have left. You will probably
have plenty of time to answer all of the questions, but if you nd yourself becoming bogged down, you
might decide to move on and come back to any unanswered questions later.

3. Read all of the possible answers before selecting on€or questions that require you to select more
than one answer, or to make another kind of selection, consider the most likely answers given what the
guestion is asking. Then reread the question to be sure the answer(s) you have given really answer the
question. Remember, a question that contains a phrase such as “Which of the following does NOT ..."is
asking for the one answer that is NOT a correct statement or conclusion.

4. Check your answerslf you have extra time left over at the end of the test, look over each question and
make sure that you have answered it as you intended. Many test takers make careless mistakes that they
could have corrected if they had checked their answers.

5. Don’'t worry about your score when you are taking the testNo one is expected to answer all of the
questions correctly. Your score on this test is not analogous to your scoré&atEtlue other tests. It doesn't
matter on thePraxidests whether you score very high or barely pass. If you meet the minimum passing
scores for your state and you meet the state’s other requirements for obtaining a teaching license, you will
receive a license. In other words, what matters is meeting the minimum passing score. You can nd passing
scores for all states that udee Praxis Setests at
http://www.ets.org/s/praxis/pdf/passing_scores.pdér on the Web site of the state for which you are
seeking certi cation/licensure.

6. Use your energy to take the test, not to get frustrated by itGetting frustrated only increases stress
and decreases the likelihood that you will do your best. Highly quali ed educators and test development
professionals, all with backgrounds in teaching, worked diligently to make the test a fair and valid measure
of your knowledge and skills. Your state painstakingly reviewed the test before adopting it as a licensure
requirement. The best thing to do is concentrate on answering the questions.
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7. Check on Testing Accommodations

See if you qualify for accommodations that may make it easier to t&kevtistest

What if English is not my primary language?

Praxigests are given only in English. If your primary language is not English (PLNE), you may be eligible for
extended testing time. For more details, wisitv.ets.org/praxis/register/accommodations/plne

What if | have a disability or other health-related need?

The following accommodations are availabldPfaxigest takers who meet the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) Amendments Act disability requirements:

» Extended testing time

* Additional rest breaks

» Separate testing room

* Writer/recorder of answers

* Test reader

* Sign language interpreter for spoken directions only
* Perkins Brailler

* Braille slate and stylus

* Printed copy of spoken directions
* Oral interpreter

* Audio test

* Braille test

* Large print test book

« Large print answer sheet

« Listening section omitted

For more information on these accommodations, wigitv.ets.org/praxis/reqister/disabilities

Note: Test takers who have health-related needs requiring them to bring equipment, beverages, or snacks into
the testing room or to take extra or extended breaks must request these accommodations by following the
procedures described in tiBulletin Supplement for Test Takers with Disabilities or Health-Re(Rie#)Needs

which can be found dittp://www.ets.org/s/disabilities/pdf/bulletin_supplement_test takers with
disabilities_health_needs.pdf

You can nd additional information on available resources for test takers with disabilities or health-related needs
atwww.ets.org/disabilities
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8. Do Your Best on Test Day

Get ready for test day so you will be calm and con dent

You followed your study plan. You prepared for the test. Now it’s time to prepare for test day.

Plan to end your review a day or two before the actual test date so you avoid cramming. Take a dry run to the
test center so you're sure of the route, tra c conditions, and parking. Most of all, you want to eliminate any
unexpected factors that could distract you from your ultimate goal—passiRyakigest!

On the day of the test, you should:

* be well rested

» wear comfortable clothes and dress in layers

« eat before you take the test

* bring an acceptable and valid photo identi cation with you

* lring a pen or pencil to use on the scratch paper you are given

 bring an approved calculator only if one is speci cally permitted for the test you are taking (see Calculator
Use, ahttp://www.ets.org/praxis/test_day/policies/calculators

* be prepared to stand in line to check in or to wait while other test takers check in

You can't control the testing situation, but you can control yourself. Stay calm. The supervisors are well trained
and make every e ort to provide uniform testing conditions, but don't let it bother you if the test doesn't start
exactly on time. You will have the allotted amount of time once it does start.

You can think of preparing for this test as training for an athletic event. Once you've trained, prepared, and
rested, give it everything you've got.

What items am | restricted from bringing into the test center?
You cannot bring into the test center personal items such as:

» handbags, knapsacks, or briefcases
 water bottles or canned or bottled beverages
« study materials, books, or notes

* pens, pencils, scrap paper, or calculators, unless speci cally permitted for the test you are taking (see
Calculator Use, http://www.ets.org/praxis/test_day/policies/calculatons

* any electronic, photographic, recording, or listening devices

Personal items are not allowed in the testing room and will not be available to you during the test or during
breaks. You may also be asked to empty your pockets. At some centers, you will be assigned a space to store
your belongings, such as handbags and study materials. Some centers do not have secure storage space
available, so please plan accordingly.

Test centers assume no responsibility for your personal items.
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9. Understand Your Scores

Understand how tests are scored and how to interpret your test scores

Of course, passing tiRFaxigest is important to you so you need to understand what your scores mean and
what your state requirements are.

What are the score requirements for my state?

States, institutions, and associations that require the tests set their own passing scores. Visit
www.ets.org/praxis/stategor the most up-to-date information.

If I move to another state, will my new state accept my scores?

The Praxis Setiests are part of a national testing program, meaning that they are required in many states for
licensure. The advantage of a national program is that if you move to another state that als®raxjdgsts,

you can transfer your scores. Each state has speci ¢ test requirements and passing scores, which you can nd at
www.ets.org/praxis/states

How do | know whether | passed the test?

Your score report will include information on passing scores for the states you identi ed as recipients of your
test results. If you test in a state with automatic score reporting, you will also receive passing score information
for that state.

A list of states and their passing scores for each test are available onlimeedts.org/praxis/states

What your Praxisscores mean

You received your score report. Now what does it mean? It's important to interpret your score report correctly
and to know what to do if you have questions about your scores.

Visithttp://www.ets.org/s/praxis/pdf/sample_score_report.pdfo see a sample score report.
To accesBnderstanding Your Pr&dsresa document that provides additional information on how to read
your score report, visitww.ets.org/praxis/scores/understand

Put your scores in perspective
Your score report indicates:
* Your score and whether you passed
» The range of possible scores
» The raw points available in each content category
» The range of the middle 50 percent of scores on the test

If you have taken the same test or other testh@Praxis Senesr the last 10 years, your score report also lists
the highest score you earned on each test taken.
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Content category scores and score interpretation

Question on théraxigests are categorized by content. To help you in future study or in preparing to retake
the test, your score report shows how many raw points you earned in each content category. Compare your
“raw points earned” with the maximum points you could have earned (“raw points available”). The greater the
di erence, the greater the opportunity to improve your score by further study.

Score scale changes

ETS updatd¥axigests on a regular basis to ensure they accurately measure the knowledge and skills that are
required for licensure. When tests are updated, the meaning of the score scale may change, so requirements
may vary between the new and previous versions. All scores for previous, discontinued tests are valid and
reportable for 10 years, provided that your state or licensing agency still accepts them.

These resources may also help you interpret your scores:

 Understanding Your Praxis S¢@Es), found atww.ets.org/praxis/scores/understand

 The Praxis Series Passing §tbfes found atww.ets.org/praxis/scores/understand

« State requirements, found\atvw.ets.org/praxis/states
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